
The Whole Child Connection™ is an exciting new web-based 
program designed to give Brevard’s families better access to commu-
nity services. Unlike other programs, it is not simply a directory. It is 
anonymous, and it is free to every family – regardless of economic or 
legal status, and it is accessible from any computer with an Internet 
connection. When implemented this month, the Brevard system 
will apply to all families with children up to the age of 25 years.

The Whole Child Connection is based on an online survey 
designed around factors which are proven to define quality of life and 
well-being. The questions are grouped into six dimensions: Economic, 
Education, Environment, Health, Social, and Spirit. Once the survey 
has been completed, the program identifies the family’s needs based 
on the responses. When the parent “clicks” on a need, the program 
lists the service providers and professional practitioners for whom the 
family may be eligible. When selected, the provider is added to the 
Whole Child Plan and the parent moves on to any other needs identi-
fied by the system. Once the Whole Child Plan is completed, the parent 
can chose to contact the provider by phone, email, or other ways. If 
desired, the parent can also notify the provider to contact them. Either 
way, the goal is for the family to define success, understand its needs, 
and conveniently connect to the necessary services or information.

Whole Child Connection Brevard will include service provid-
ers and professional private practice organizations in order to 
accommodate Brevard’s diverse population and to improve the 
utilization of its over-capacity social services network. “Almost all 
families have needs, regardless of their economic situations,” says 
Bob Seemer, ets, inc. President and COO. “However, few realize 
those needs exist, and fewer still know what services are avail-
able to help them, or how to contact those services.” The Whole 
Child Connection defines the need and makes the connection. 
Through the Whole Child Connection, parents can define success 
and take personal responsibility for achieving it. “Through the 
Leadership Roundtable, Brevard’s leaders have provided the tool, 
and are empowering families with children to achieve quality of 
life,” adds Seemer.

The Whole Child Connection Brevard system will be operational 
in July, 2009. Implementation progress, and eventual connection 
to services, can be accessed through the website address: www.
wholechildconnectionbrevard.com 

The Whole Child Connection was designed and developed in 
2001, and is owned by ets, inc. To learn more about the Whole 
Child Connection and ets, inc. go to www.etsfl.com

Connecting Brevard’s Families 
to Services Through the Whole 

Child Connection™

Currently Involved 
with Whole Child 
Connection Brevard
Brevard County Commissioners
Brevard County Health Department
Brevard County Sheriff
Brevard School Board
Brevard Together in Partnership (TIP)
Child Care Association of Brevard
Community Based Care
Department of Children and Families
Department of Education
Department of Juvenile Justice
Early Learning Coalition
Florida’s Chief Children’s Advocate, 

Jim Kallinger
Florida’s Children and Youth Cabinet 
Governor Charlie Crist
Interfaith Council of Brevard
Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp
Public Defender
State Attorney
United Way
Workforce Development Board

Sheriff Jack Parker, 
Brevard County 
Sheriff Office

“The Whole Child 
Connection will play 
a key role in ensuring 
the health and overall 
well-being of Brevard’s 
children and families.”

Dr. Richard DiPatri, 
superintendent, Brevard 
Public Schools

“Parents will have an opportunity to 
electronically identify services that 
are available to meet the needs of 
their children . . . The Whole Child 
Connection Brevard will provide 
a vehicle to transfer information 
immediately to the community on 
needs and to fill the gaps in meeting 
those needs.”

Dr. Heidar 
Heshmati, director, 
Brevard County 
Health Department

“The Whole Child 
Connection will be 
an important tool 
for connecting all of 
Brevard’s families to 
important information 
and services.”

Rob Rains, president, 
United Way of Brevard

“The Whole Child Connection 
will help parents better 
understand the needs of 
their children and find the 
services to help them thrive.”
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